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The registration desk was set up and the gleaming banners were put up, as soon as the DU
admissions culminated in August. The year was kicked off with an orientation on 5th August, for
all the first year students who had signed up. They were briefed about the proceedings of the
society that would take place the year round, and without further ado the first reading session
took place in the same week on 8th August on the short story ‘Thanda Gosht’ by Saadat Hasan
Manto. But the energetic first years just couldn’t get enough, so the very next day on 9th August
the members found themselves lost within the words of Faiz Ahmed Faiz amidst another reading
session of his nazm called ‘Mujhse Pehli Si Mohabbat’ that was followed up on 10th August as
well.

On 13th August, the members sat down in the Academic Auditorium for the session’s first movie
screening of ‘Manto’ directed by Nandita Das. Before the busy month of August ended, they also
managed to conduct a few more reading sessions on ‘The Circular Ruins’ by Jorge Luis Borges,
the poem ‘Five Ways To Kill A Man’ by Edwin Brock and ‘The Stolen Bacillus’ by H.G. Wells,
on 19th, 22nd and 28th August respectively. But in between some time was also taken out to break
the ice in the society’s most anticipated session called The Writers’ Anonymous. It took place on
20th August, and a massive response was received.



In the next month, the members were grateful to have a session with one of the most revered
professors in the college. Prof. Saumyajit Bhattacharya from the Economics Department graced
the society by a talk on ‘Gender and Labour’ on 6th September. This was followed by a session in
which the society members discussed the points raised in the talk with respect to Toni
Morrison’s ‘Beloved’. This was followed by a session called “Is it really wrong? If yes, then
why?” where the students discussed ideas and views of ethicists and philosophers like Peter
Singer, James Rachels, Friedrich Nietzsche and Jean-Paul Sartre on ‘Morality, Subjectivity,
Relativity, Nihilism and Existentialism’ on 16th of September. Next day was followed up by a
closed group discussion on ‘Caste and Representation’. Further on, we had a session on
‘Feminism’ on 19th September which was centred around Luce Irigaray's essay "Commodities
among themselves". As the first years started to get a hang of how things got on within
GrubStreet, they suavely managed the Freshers’ Talent Show on 21st September with a whole lot
of glitter and gusto. This was followed by a reading session of the book ‘The Little Prince’ by
Antoine de Saint-Exupery on 24th September. Finishing off the month on 26th September, the
society got along with the campus ambassadors of Wattpad India – an internet community of
readers and writers – to hold a workshop for aspiring writers. The students met after the mid-
semester breaks on the 17th of October for a discussion on ‘Prostitution’ that revolved around the
reading of a couple of chapters of Simone de Beauvoir’s ‘The Second Sex’.



The preparations for the annual fest started in November and continued throughout December
and January. The members took up duties as per their field of interest ranging from décor and
competitions to hunting for sponsors and keeping up with the finance. The students managed to
organize a discussion on ‘The language of film and representation of masculinity in films’
through Vasan Bala’s movie ‘Mard Ko Dard Nahi Hota’ on 18th of January in the middle of the
preparations for the fest. Bohemia'20 took place on 20th and 21st February and was a huge
success despite the usual conundrums. The theme of the fest was Prison Literature and day one
observed paper presentations and speaker sessions on the same. While day two was more
exuberant with the various competitions, an open mic and a workshop on book publishing. The
members worked hard and later on met for a couple of general body meetings to analyze the time
where they fell short and how they should make up for it in the future fests. This was followed
by a reading session of John Donne’s “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” on 2nd of March.




